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PUBLIC HOSPITAL, 
Georgetown, 14th January, 1879. 
SIR, ; : 


I beg leave to lay before you for the information of His Hxcellency the 
& viet. 


~ Governor and Combined Court the following report :—- 


I have very little to add to the remarks made in my previous reports with regard ‘to 
the general management of the Hospital,.and its requirements. 


The admissions were in 1878, 5,362, (3,515 males and 1,847 females); 391 above 
those of 1877, although the daily average number (389) was less than that of 1577 (444). 
This must be accounted for by the longer stay in-hospital of the patients in 1877 than in 
1878. The deaths were 655, (464 males and 191 females). This gives about twelve per 
cent. mortality upon admissions; a small per.centage when the cases which are taken in 
are considered, and when there were 85 moribund patients admitted. Ulcers are still nu- 
merous; and I venture to state that one-tenth part of our labouring (agricultural) popu- 

‘lation is disabled by neglected ulcers of the lower extremities. Consumption I am sorry 
to say, is still very much on the increase. This malady as well as the numervus cases of 
Rheumatism and Dropsy,. is. due.to the want of proper and sufficient food, coupled with the 
injurious effects of unhealthy abodes. 1! will take this opportunity of calling His Excel- 
lency’s attention to the absolute necessity of having a proper dry air. (Turkish) batho. In 
Europe every hospital is provided with such a bath, the benefit of which is shown in the 
great relief, if not cures, obtained principally by their use in chronic rheumatism and 
dropsical affections. A Turkish bath was built some years ago, but upon such a faulty 
plan that we have never been able to obtain more than 120 degrees of heat, when the lowest 
degree ought to be from 170 to 180. I must earnestly request His Excellency to give such 
instructions for the erection of such a bath, as would give us its beneficial effects as soon 
as possible. It is an object of the greatest importance for the welfare of those numerous 
cases of Dropsy and Rheumatism, and other diseases. The number of out-door patients is = 
also gradually increasing, although many of those who present themselves for gratuitous.; 
relief are not prescribed for, and although many who get advice and medicines, are or | 
ought to be, able to pay for such advice, it is very difficult to discriminate who are legitis 
mately, entitled to such relief. It will be seen by the annexed table that the amount for 
medicines far exceeds the sum voted for these articles. This excess is due entirely to the , 
large number of out-door patients. The $8,000 is far from being sufficient to meet the 
expense for medicines and surgical appliances. We will require at least $10,000. 


The amount for Wines and Spirits also greatly exceeds the sum voted for their supply. 
The nature of the cases which are admitted is such as to call for the prompt and liberal 
administration of stimulants. The sum $3,000 voted is not adequate, and we ought to 
get at least $4,000. 

The supply of clothes is deficient, we can hardly keep up the necessary clothes which 
are required. This can scarcely be wondered at, when it is known that from Seventy to 
Eighty dollars are spent for plantain leaves alone. The amount for Clothing and Bedding 
ought:to be not less than $4,000. 


The annexed table shows an excess of expenditure, of $683 92 over the amount voted. ' 
However this excess is more than covered by the amount received from the paying. pas. 


~~ “tients, which was $1,972; and were we to,add to this last sum $1,617 25, amount due by , 


estates for Coolies treated in hospital, the sum of $2,905 33 would be to our credit. © 
The Port of Georgetown ought to be placed at the head. of the list. of Seaports, with... 
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only four died; one poe! an aenaeke ine Sei a few totes after admission ; thre f Pea 
chronic dyse tery ‘of long standing, a disease in no way connected with the climate. I May 
a remarkable fact’ that’ not a single death’ tookplace from Bigs contracted in as nie? 


f have written to the Colonial Civil Engineer . Tee 
and.repairs required at the Hospitals. - The whe'p’of the buildings eqnire itis insid ide. . a 
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